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Academic Specializations

Classical/Contemporary Hindu and Indian Buddhist Thought

Cross-Cultural Philosophical Hermeneutics

Areas of Teaching Competence
Hinduism and Indian Buddhism

Chinese Philosophy

Asian Humanities

19th and 20th Century Continental Philosophy

Education     

2004


NEH Institute on “Religion and Politics in India”




East-West Center




University of Hawai’i, Honolulu




NEH Completion Certificate

2003


“Infusing Chinese Studies into the Undergraduate Curriculum”

Asian Studies Development Program, East-West Center

University of Hawai’i, Honolulu




Faculty Development Completion Certificate 

1999-2000

Eberhard-Karls University




Departments of Philosophy and Religious Studies




Tuebingen, Germany




Post-Doctoral Studies (Adolf Theis Research Stipend)

2000      


Temple University




Department of Religion




Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Ph.D with Distinction

1996


Temple University




Department of Religion




Philadelphia, Pennsylvania




M.A. summa cum laude

1994-95


Eberhard-Karls University




Departments of Indology, Philosophy, Religion and Sinology




Tuebingen, Germany




Exchange Studies Research

1993      


University of North Dakota




Department of Philosophy and Religion




Grand Forks, North Dakota




B.A. magna cum laude (Double-Major, Philosophy and Religion)

Publications

Books

“The Veil of Maya:” Schopenhauer’s System and Early Indian Thought. (Global Academic Publications, SUNY-Binghamton, Binghamton, NY, 2004).

(Reviewed by Stephan Atzert in Philosophy East and West. vol. 56 no. 4 (2006), 675-78.

Essays

“Nagarjuna’s Early Madhyamaka: Deconstruction and Moderation.” Routledge History of Indian Philosophy. Purushottama Bilimoria, Guy Peterson, Richard King, eds. (forthcoming from Routledge, London and New York, 2008). 

“Relational and Intrinsic Moral Roots: A Brief Contrast of Confucian and Hindu Concepts of Duty.” Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy. (forthcoming 2008). 

“Intellect.” Studying Hinduism: Key Concepts and Methods. Gene Thursby and Sushil Mittal eds. (Routledge, London and New York, 2007, 194-206).

“Does Monism Do Ethical Work?” Jahrbuch der Schopenahauer-Gesellschaft. Matthias Kössler and Dieter Biernbacher, eds. (fVerlag Königshausen, Würzburg 2007) 29-38.. 

“Justice, Deconstruction and Aporia in Nagarjuna’s Empty Ethics.” Deconstruction and the Ethical in Asian Thought. Youru Wang, ed. (Routledge, London and New York, 2007). 40-59.

“Erbschaften einer philosophischen Begegnung.” Schopenhauer und Indien. Jochen Stollberg, ed. (Klostermann, Vittorio, Frankfurt am Maim, 2006) 61-79. 
"The Murder of Moral Idealism: Kant and the Death of Ian Campbell in The Onion Field." Neo Noir and Philosophy. Mark T. Conard, ed. (University of Kentucky Press, Louisville, 2006), 67-82.

“’The Poorest Form of Theism:’ Schopenhauer, Islam and the Perils of Comparative Hermeneutics.” Islam and Other Religions: Pathways to Dialogue: Essays in Honor of Muhammad Mustafa Ayoub. Irfan A. Omar, ed. (Routledge, London and New York, 2006), 123-34.

“The Reception of Hindu and Indian Buddhist Philosophy in the West.” Gale Encyclopedia of India. vol. 2 of 4, Stanley Wolpert, ed. (Macmillan Reference, Chicago, 2005).
“Nagarjuna.” Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, http://www.utm.edu/research/iep/n/nagarjun.htm 2003.

 “The Social Meaning of the Middle Way: B.S. Yadav and the Madhyamika Critique of Indian Ontologies of Identity and Difference.” Journal of Dharma. (XXVI, No. 3, July-Sept, 2001), 282-310.
 “Illocution, No-Theory and Practice in Nagarjuna’s Skepticism: Reflections on the Vigrahavyavartani.” Online Proceedings of the 20th Annual World Congress of Philosophy. 1998; can be read at its online posting at http://www.bu.edu/cp/Papers/AsiaAsiaBerg.htm
Reviews, Translations  and Minor Publications

“In Search of Affinities: Knowledge and Action in Indian Thought: Feature Review of Chakravarthi Ram-Prasad, Indian Philosophy and the Consequences of Knowledge: Themes in Ethics, Metaphysics and Soteriology. Hampsire, Ashgate Publishing: 2007 (176 pp. + xiv).” forthcoming in Philosophy East and West, 58:4, October 2008. 

“Indian and Cross-Cultural Philosophy in the Works of Ramakrishna Puligandla: A Review of Breaking Barriers: Essays in Asian and Comparative Philosophy in Honor of Ramakrishna Puligandla, Thou Art That: Wisdom of the Upanishads and Sprache und Wirklichkeit: Eine interkulturelle Perspektive. ” Philosophy East and West vol. 57:2, 2007, 263-268.

“Review of Gangesa on the Upadhi. Introduction, Translation and Explanation by Stephen H. Phillips and N.S. Ramanuja Tatacharya, New Delhi, Indian Council of Philosophical Research, 160 Pp.).” Journal of the Indian Council of Philosophical Research, vol. XXII no. 2, April-June, 2006, 222-25.

 “Review of The Vivekacudamani of Sankaracarya Bhagavatpada: An Introduction and Translation. Translated by John Grimes.  Hants, England: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2004, Pp. xii + 292.” Philosophy East and West (Vol. 22, no. 4, 2005) 616-19. 
“Thinking in Transition: Kitaro Nishida and Martin Heidegger.” Co-translated from the German essay of Elmar Weinmayr with John V.M. Krummel, Philosophy East and West (vol. 22 no. 2, April, 2005) 64-82.
“Religious Identities and the Contesting Civilizations of Contemporary India:  Review of Gerald James Larson, India’s Agony Over Religion.” with Irfan A. Omar, Journal of Dharma (XXIX, Jan.-Mar. 2004) 95-106.

 “Cracks in the Great Wall of China: Review of Chinese Society: Change, Conflict and Resistance. Elizabeth J. Perry and Mark Seldon, eds.” The Japan Times, April 15th, 2001. ( also found on web at http://www.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?fb20010415a1.htm )

“Nietzsche Contra Schopenhauer: The Construal of Eternal Recurrence.” Schuylkill: A Creative and Critical Review from Temple University. Vol. 4, Fall, 1999, 37-48. ( also found on web at http://www.temple.edu/gradmag/summer99/berger.htm )
“Subjectivity and Language in Contemporary Chinese Poetry: Themes  in Zhang Zao.” Schuylkill: A Creative and Critical Review from Temple University. Vol. 1, Fall, 1997, 3-12. ( also found on web at http://www.temple.edu/gradmag/fall97/berger1.htm )

Presentations and Conference Panel Commentaries

“The Social Meaning of the Middle Way: B.S. Yadav and the Madhyamika Critique of Indian Ontologies of Identity and Difference.” National Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, San Diego, CA 2007.
"Selfhood and Personhood: An Intra-Hindu Scholastic Dialogue."  Emory University-Oxford Campus, Pierce Program for the Humanities, Oxford, GA., 2007.

“Schopenhauer, India, and Cross-Cultural Philosophical Hermeneutics.”  40th Annual Conference of the Society for Asian and Cross-Cultural Philosophy, Asilomar, California, 2007.

“Concealing, Sharing and Succeeding: Language and its Users in Indian Mahayana Thought.” Eastern Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, Washington, D.C. 2006.

“Author Meets Critics, ‘The Veil of Maya:’ Schopenhauer’s System and Early Indian Thought. Midwestern Division of the American Philosophical Association Conference, Chicago, 2006.

Commentator, “Gandhian Non-Violence: Hindu, Christian and Islamic Perspectives.” Conference on the Vocation of Peacemaking in a World of Many Faiths, Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI 2005.

“Die Mischung des Himmels und der menschliche Wille“ (天人 和一): Schopenhauers Begegnung mit der Chinesischen Philosophie.“  Conference on Schopenhauer und die Philosophie Asiens, Johannes Gutenberg Universitat, Mainz, Germany, 2005

“Schopenhauer und der Schleier der Maya.” Heussenstammstiftung, Frankfurt, Germany, 2005.
“From Right View to a View of Rights:  The Pragmatism of Education in Indian Buddhist Thought.”  East-West Philosophers’ Conference on Education, University of Hawai’i, Honolulu, 2005

“A Question of Influence: Schopenhauer, Early Indian Thought and a Critique of Some Proposed Conditions of Influence.”  Conference on “Schopenhauer and Indian Philosophy: A Dialogue Between India and Germany.”  India Division of the Schopenhauer Society, Delhi University, India, 2005.

Commentator, “Can Muslims Talk to Hindus: An Exploration for Muslim Categories in Hindu-Muslim Dialogue.” National Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, San Antonio, 2004.

“The Unlikely Commentator: Dara Shikoh’s Hermeneutic Reception of Advaita Vedantic Thought.”  National Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, University of California, San Diego, 2004

Commentator, “The Politics of Conversion in South Asian Religions,” Regional Conference for South Asian Studies, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 2003
“New Battles on an Old Front: Kashmir and the India/Pakistan Crisis.” September 11th Faculty Panels, Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL 2002.

Measuring by the Lamplight: An Analysis of Vatsyayana’s Defense of Epistemology against Nagarjuna." The Sixth Symposium on Field-Being and the Non-Substantialistic Turn, Jiaotong University, Xi’an, People’s Republic of China, 2002.
 “Miswriting, Erasure and Identity: The Vedantic Strategy of Nationalism and the Reclaiming of Babri Masjid.”  New York Conference of Asian Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 2001.

Commentator, “Chinese Buddhist Philosophy” Panel at Eastern Division Annual Conference of the American Philosophical Association, Washington, DC, 1999

“Shedding Light on the Matter: The Dualistic Role of Atman in Sankara’s Theory of Cognition.”  24th Mid-Atlantic Region Association of Asian Studies Conference, University of Delaware, Newark, 1998

 “Illocution, No-Theory and Practice in Nagarjuna’s Skepticism:Reflections on the Vigrahavyavartani.” 20th World Congress of Philosophy, Boston University, Boston, 1998

 “Falsification and Axiology: Nagarjuna Contra Nietzsche.” 4th Annual Conference of the Society of Asian Philosophy and Religion, Hsi Lai University, San Gabriel, CA, 1997

Teaching Experience (see * Supplement: Classes Taught)

2006-Present
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL, Assistant Professor, Department of


Philosophy

2007
Temple University Japan, Tokyo, Assistant Professor, Intellectual Heritage

2002-2006
Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL, Assistant Professor, Philosophy and Humanities

2001-2002
Temple University, Philadelphia, Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Religion

2000-2001

Temple University Japan, Tokyo, Assistant Professor, Department of Religion

1997-99


Temple University, Philadelphia, Instructor, Department of Religion

1998


Rutgers University, Camden, New Jersey, Instructor, Religion Department


1995-97


Temple University, Philadelphia, First-Year Writing Porgram, Instructor







            Russell Conwell Center, Tutor

1994-99


Self-Employed German Reading Competency Tutor, Philadelphia
Related Experience

2006-Present
Committees for Library, Curriculum, Graduate Studies, Comprehensive 


Exams, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale

2005-2006
Subcommittee Chair for College Self-Study for Re-Accredidation 


Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL 

2005-2006
Consultant for Textbooks on World Religions and Asian Humanitirs for Longmann Publishing,  New York, and Laurence King Publications Ltd., London

2005-2006

Search Committee Representative, Philosophy and Library Searches




Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL

2004-2006

Book Reviewer for Titles in Indian Philosophy, Philosophy East and




West, University of Hawai’i Press, Honolulu

2004-2006

Assistant Chair, Department of Philosophy and Humanities, Oakton




Community College, Des Plaines, IL

2004-2006

Student Academic Assessment Testing Committee, Oakton Community




College, Des Plaines, IL

2003-2006

Faculty Senator, Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL

2002-2006

Oakton Educators for Social Responsibility (OESR) Representative




Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL
2002-2006

Representative, ACCORD (A College Community of Respect for 




Diversity) Committee, Oakton Community College, Des Plaines, IL

1997-1999

Assisting Editor, Schuylkill: A Creative and Critical Review from Temple

University, Philadelphia

1996-1997

Student Search Committee Representative, Position in Chinese Religions,

Religion Department, Temple University, Philadelphia

1995-1996

Representative, Graduate Students Association, Religion Department, Temple

University, Philadelphia

Languages

Sanskrit (reading) 

German (fluent) 

Mandarin Chinese (elementary oral/reading)

Japanese (elementary oral) 

Awards and Fellowships

2005


Finalist, Excellence in Teaching Award, Oakton College, Des Plaines, IL.

2004


NEH Grant, “Religion and Politics in India” Institute, University of Hawai’i 

1999-2000    

Adolph Theis Research Stipend, Eberhard-Karls University, Tubingen, Germany

1999       

Dissertation Completion Grant, Temple University

1998-99


Teaching Assistantship, Religion Department, Temple University

1997-98


Training Grant, Religion Department, Temple University

1996


1st Annual Atwell Prize, Philosophy Department, Temple University

1995-96


Teaching Assistantship, Religion Department, Temple University

Professional Memberships  

1993-Present

American Academy of Religion

1996-Present

American Philosophical Association

2003-Present

Asian Studies Development Program, East-West Center, University of Hawai’i

1998-2002

Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy

1998-99


Association of Asian Studies

